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A Linguist that Traces

Roots for Languages

Ang Uijin

Language is unique to humans. In addition to the
purpose of communication, language also manifests
the growth of individuals and the history and culture of
peoples. As a subject closely related to anthropology,
linguistics shares an intimate relationship with history
and culture as well, which has often been overlooked,
nevertheless. In the eyes of Professor Ang Uijin,
tracing the sources of the languages in Taiwan has
always been a sacred mission. Besides functioning
as a tool for daily communication, language also
retains the rich cultural essence. Thus, he has
dedicated his whole life on the language culture of
Taiwan, striving for maintaining the diverse language
ecology in Taiwan.

Year 2011 was the time for Ang Uijin to retire. He
retired, but not retreat, devoting his remaining days
to Taiwan's languages. Language Atlas of Taiwan
that is about to be published depicts the geographical
distribution of all the languages of Taiwan based on
a large amount of data from his field researches. The
basic unit is even down below the scale of village to
naturally formed village or aboriginal tribes. This is
the very first language atlas in Taiwan as well as the
most elaborate one in the world. Such a language
atlas in a national scale often requires efforts of a
huge team. Yet, the extensive researches for the
Language Atlas of Taiwan were mostly conducted by
himself solely. This may also be yet another wonder
in the language history throughout the world.
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