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Gradient Distribution of the Spirantization
(tsh- to s-): the Compitition and acommodation of Minnan
Dialects in Guanmiao dialect Islands

Abstract

There is a special phonological feature spirantization (tsh- to s-) in Guanmiao
dialect in Tainan, Taiwan. In order to uncover its distribution, we undertook dialect
survey village by village and drew dialect maps. We find that the feature of
spirantization gradually spreads from its center to the peripherals and its geographical
distribution can be drawn in dialectal contour lines. After a linguistic
inter-disciplinary research on Guanmiao dialect and the history of immigration, we
rebuild the history of Guanmiao dialect. The distribution of Guanmiao dialect reflects
the mottled distribution of Chinese immigrants at early stages and the result of
competition, integration and fusion between dialects.

keywords: Guanmiao dialect, spirantization (tsh- to s-), dialectal
contour lines, dialect competition, dialect integration.
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