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The Distribution of Languages in Kaohsiung

and
Pingtung in Taiwan

Abstract

This paper aims to display the distribution of Chinese languages (Minnan, Hakka, and Mandarin)
and Formosan languages (Paiwan, Rukai, Bunun, and Tsou) spoken in Kaohsiung and Pingtung
(Kao-Ping) areas in Southern Taiwan. The investigation focuses on the non-Minnan areas due to the fact
that Minnan is the most prevailing language in this area, and its distribution can be inferred from the
distribution of non-Minnan languages. The language distributions of the Kao-Ping area are shown in

maps drawn with ArcView GIS as appendices.

The languages in the Kao-Ping area show four layers of distribution from the coast inland: Minnan,
Hakka, Pennpoo-Minnan, and Formosan languages. Pennpoo-Minnan is a variation of Minnan language
spoken by the sinicized Siraia Formosan. A question arises why the distribution of Minnan is disrupted by
Hakka.

This paper adopts the theory of ‘principle of interline’ proposed by Chien (1997). Through Ching
dynasty, the Pennpoo played as a buffer between Chinese and the unsinicized Formosans, and Hakka
played as a buffer between Minnan and Pennpoo. The more populous and advantageous Minnan settlers
inhabited the western parts of this area which were the best, while the other races were pushed to the
more sterile eastern hills and mountains. The arrayal of languages Minnan, Hakka, Pennpoo, and
Formosan really reflects the leverage of culture and economy. But Hakka setteled into the intermediate
area of Minnan and Pennpoo, after Pennpoo was assimilated by Minnan. That explains why Pennpoo
speak Minnan but not Hakka.

Key words: Language distribution, Kaohsiung, Pingtung, Linguistic map.
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